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agreed to put an end to their own lives, for their
intelligence was only equalled by their melancholy
outlook. The ancient vulture whose name was
Sampati overheard them express their determination,
and his fiery eyes gleamed with fierce pleasure at
the thought of the feast before him. " Beyond a
doubt/5 he said in a tone which the Monkey leaders
clearly overheard, "it is truly pious to put an end
to one's life when the purpose of existence has
failed."

This pious speech did not greatly please the
monkey generals, for it is one thing to express a
determination to die, and quite another matter to
find that some one will be greatly pleased at one's
death. So the leaders paused for a while to engage
in conversation with the hungry vulture and learnt
from him that not long before Ravana had passed
that way bearing the lovely Sita in his arms.

" Which direction did the monster take ?" inquired
the generals with great eagerness.

" A hundred miles from here," said the ancient
vulture, "is the sea that washes.all the southern
coast, and a hundred miles from the shore is the
Isle of Lanka, where Ravana dwells ; thither,
beyond a doubt, he has carried the beautiful Sita."

When he had given these directions the ancient
vulture seemed to be renewed in strength, and
without waiting for the suicide of the Monkey
generals spread his wings and flew away. Then the
leaders rose up refreshed and vigorous and put
their army in motion towards the sea. After a long